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Senator Crisco, Representative Megna and other distinguished members of the Insurance and
Real Estate Commitiee. My name is Hilda Santiago, State Representative for the town of

Meriden, Connecticut,

{ am here today to support the Commission of Health equity 10 appoint an execulive directov and
place the commission within the Insurance Department for administrative purposes as proposed
by the Senate Bill 32, As! understand it the Commission on Health Equity is funded through the
Depattment of Insurance which is funded through an assessment on insurance companics

operating in the stale (herefore not saving money in this budget.

The Connecticut Commission on Health Bquity was oslablished to climinate disparities in health
status based on race, ethnicity, gender and linguistic ability, thereby improving the quality of
heatih for all of the slate's residents. BY being a comumission independent of any particular state
agency, CHE is able to provide oversight and possibly provide critique of state agencies if they
are not meeting the desired level of health equity. In the {ast year the CHE has provided
workshops for members of the community with & focus on health disparities. Although there was
money provided in the 2015 budget it has not peen appropriated and the commission has

continued to exist and do its work.
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The Commission on Health Equity is an essential component to eliminating disparities in health
status. To do away with the hard work and progress put in by this committce would be
hazardous, and the appointing of an executive director as well as placing the commission within

the Insurance Department would be beneficial to the commitice and to those it serves its purpose.

As a State Representative, specilfically a representative who serves an extremely diverse
population, eliminating health disparities is a part of our charge and we believe in the mission to
eliminate health disparities in the state and cnsure that all residents have access to equal health
care. | wge vou to support this change within the administrative duties of the Conmmission on

Health Equily to allow this commission to continug to serve those who mos need it.

~‘Thank you for your time today.

Respectfully yours,

Hilds . Jouiia

Hilda Santiago
State Representative



